THE PROPERS FOR THE
FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH

THE COLLECT
O God, whom year by year we praise Thee for the dedication of this church; Hear, we
beseech Thee, the prayers of Thy people, and grant that whosoever shall worship before Thee in

this place, may obtain Thy merciful aid and protection, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

1 Kings 8:22-30 22 And Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the
congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven: 23 And he said, LORD God of
Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and
mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart: 24 Who hast kept with thy
servant David my father that thou promisedst him: thou spakest also with thy mouth, and hast
fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day. 25 Therefore now, LORD God of Israel, keep with
thy servant David my father that thou promisedst him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man in
my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; so that thy children take heed to their way, that they walk
before me as thou hast walked before me. 26 And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, | pray
thee, be verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant David my father. 27 But will God indeed
dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much
less this house that | have builded? 28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and
to his supplication, O LORD my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy
servant prayeth before thee to day: 29 That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and
day, even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there: that thou mayest
hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place. 30 And hearken thou to
the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place:

and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou hearest, forgive.

THE SECOND LESSON FOR MORNING PRAYER
John 10:22-30 22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 23 And

Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 24 Then came the Jews round about him, and



said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25
Jesus answered them, | told you, and ye believed not: the works that | do in my Father's name,
they bear witness of me. 26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as | said unto
you. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of

my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one.

THE PSALM(S)

Psalm 132:1-18 KJV A Song of degrees. Psalm 132:1 LORD, remember David, and all his
afflictions: 2 How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; 3 Surely
I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; 4 I will not give sleep to
mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, 5 Until | find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for
the mighty God of Jacob. 6 Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood.
7 We will go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool. 8 Arise, O LORD, into thy
rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength. 9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let thy
saints shout for joy. 10 For thy servant David's sake turn not away the face of thine anointed. 11
The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will

| set upon thy throne. 12 If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that | shall
teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore. 13 For the LORD hath
chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 14 This is my rest for ever: here will | dwell;
for | have desired it. 15 I will abundantly bless her provision: | will satisfy her poor with bread.
16 1 will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 17 There
will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 18 His enemies

will | clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish.

THE EPISTLE LESSON

1 Peter 2:1-5 KJV 1 Peter 2:1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that
ye may grow thereby: 3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 4 To whom coming, as

unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 5 Ye also, as



lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,

acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD

Matthew 21:12-16 12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that
sold doves, 13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer;
but ye have made it a den of thieves. 14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple;
and he healed them. 15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he
did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were
sore displeased, 16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them,
Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?



