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THE COLLECT 

O Lord God, who seest that we put not our trust in anything we do; Mercifully grant that by Thy 

power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 

Isaiah 30:8-21   8 Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for 

the time to come for ever and ever:  9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children 

that will not hear the law of the LORD:  10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, 

Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:  11 Get you 

out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.  

12 Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in 

oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon:  13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a 

breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an instant.  

14 And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters' vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not 

spare: so that there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or 

to take water withal out of the pit.  15 For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In 

returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye 

would not.  16 But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will 

ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.  17 One thousand shall flee at 

the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a 

mountain, and as an ensign on an hill. 18 And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be 

gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the 

LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.  19 For the people shall dwell 

in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of 

thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee.  20 And though the Lord give you the bread 

of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any 

more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:  21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, 

saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 

 

THE PSALM(S) 

Psalm 33:1-22  KJV Psalm 33:1 Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for 

the upright.  2 Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of 

ten strings.  3 Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.  4 For the word of the 

LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth.  5 He loveth righteousness and judgment: the 

earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.  6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; 

and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.  7 He gathereth the waters of the sea together 

as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses.  8 Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the 

inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.  9 For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, 



and it stood fast.  10 The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the 

devices of the people of none effect. 11 The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts 

of his heart to all generations.  12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people 

whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.  13 The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth 

all the sons of men.  14 From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the 

earth.  15 He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works.  16 There is no king 

saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength.  17 An horse 

is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.  18 Behold, the eye of 

the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy;  19 To deliver their 

soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.  20 Our soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our 

help and our shield.  21 For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy 

name.  22 Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in thee. 

 

THE EPISTLE LESSON 

2 Corinthians 11:19-31   19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise.  20 For ye 

suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt 

himself, if a man smite you on the face.  21 I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had 

been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold also.  22 Are they 

Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.  23 Are 

they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes 

above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  24 Of the Jews five times received I 

forty stripes save one.  25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 

shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;  26 In journeyings often, in perils of 

waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils 

in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;  27 In 

weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 

nakedness.  28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of 

all the churches.  29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?  30 If I 

must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.  31 The God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

Luke 8:4-15  4 And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of 

every city, he spake by a parable:  5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some 

fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.  6 And some 

fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.  7 

And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.  8 And other fell on 

good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, 

he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.  9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What 

might this parable be?  10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 



kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might 

not understand.  11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  12 Those by the way 

side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest 

they should believe and be saved.  13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive 

the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation 

fall away.  14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, 

and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.  

15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the 

word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 


