
THE PROPERS FOR OXFORD MARTYRS’ DAY 

 

THE COLLECT 

Almighty God and everlasting Lord, in whose sight the death of Thy saints is precious, we 

beseech Thee to look down upon upon us with favor as we commemorate this day the deaths of 

Thy servants, Hugh Latimer and Nicolas Ridley, Bishops of the Church of England, and Thomas 

Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, who were burned to death in Broad Street in Oxford, 

England for their faith; Grant to us the same steadfastness of faith, that we, standing firm in Thy 

Holy Gospel and belief in the Mighty Resurrection of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, may prevail against 

all the assaults of the world, the flesh, and the devil; and at the last, come to Thy eternal joy, 

through the same, Thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  1 Samuel 24:1-13 

  KJV 1 Samuel 24:1 And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the 

Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.  2 Then 

Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon 

the rocks of the wild goats.  3 And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and 

Saul went in to cover his feet: and David and his men remained in the sides of the cave.  4 And 

the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the LORD said unto thee, Behold, I 

will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto 

thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily.  5 And it came to pass 

afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt.  6 And he said unto 

his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD'S anointed, to 

stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.  7 So David stayed 

his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of 

the cave, and went on his way.  8 David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried 

after Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his 

face to the earth, and bowed himself.  9 And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's 

words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt?  10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how 

that the LORD had delivered thee to day into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: 

but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the 



LORD'S anointed.  11 Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in 

that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither evil 

nor transgression in mine hand, and I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to 

take it.  12 The LORD judge between me and thee, and the LORD avenge me of thee: but mine 

hand shall not be upon thee.  13 As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth 

from the wicked: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 

THE PSALM(S)  116 

Psalm 116:1-19  KJV Psalm 116:1 I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my 

supplications.  2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long 

as I live.  3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found 

trouble and sorrow.  4 Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, 

deliver my soul.  5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.  6 The LORD 

preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me.  7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; 

for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee.  8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, 

mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.  9 I will walk before the LORD in the land of the 

living.  10 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted:  11 I said in my haste, All 

men are liars.  12 What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?  13 I will 

take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.  14 I will pay my vows unto the 

LORD now in the presence of all his people.  15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death 

of his saints.  16 O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine 

handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.  17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 

will call upon the name of the LORD.  18 I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the 

presence of all his people,  19 In the courts of the LORD'S house, in the midst of thee, O 

Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD. 

 

THE EPISTLE LESSON  1 Corinthians 3:9-14 

  9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.  10 

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 

foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 

thereupon.  11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13 



Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 

revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.  14 If any man's work 

abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD St. John, 15:20-16:1 

John 15:20 - 16:1   20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than 

his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, 

they will keep yours also.  21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, 

because they know not him that sent me.  22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had 

not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.  23 He that hateth me hateth my Father 

also.  24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had 

sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.  25 But this cometh to pass, 

that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.  26 

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 

truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  27 And ye also shall bear 

witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.  KJV John 16:1 These things have I 

spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 


