THE PROPERS FOR Easter +3, 2011

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

2 Samuel 12:15b-24 And the LORD afflicted the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and he
became sick. 16 David therefore sought God on behalf of the child. And David fasted and went
in and lay all night on the ground. 17 And the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise him
from the ground, but he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18 On the seventh day the
child died. And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they
said, "Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to us. How
then can we say to him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.”" 19 But when David
saw that his servants were whispering together, David understood that the child was dead. And
David said to his servants, "Is the child dead?" They said, "He is dead.” 20 Then David arose
from the earth and washed and anointed himself and changed his clothes. And he went into the
house of the LORD and worshiped. He then went to his own house. And when he asked, they set
food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, "What is this thing that you have
done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive; but when the child died, you arose
and ate food." 22 He said, "While the child was still alive, | fasted and wept, for I said, "Who
knows whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?' 23 But now he is
dead. Why should I fast? Can | bring him back again? | shall go to him, but he will not return to
me." 24 Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her, and she

bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And the LORD loved him

THE PSALM(S)

Psalm 36:5-12 5 Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the
clouds. 6 Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O
LORD, thou preservest man and beast. 7 How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore
the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 8 They shall be abundantly
satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy
pleasures. 9 For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light. 10 O continue
thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 11
Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me. 12

There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise.



Psalm 138:1-8 KJV Psalm 138:1 <A Psalm of David.> | will praise thee with my whole heart:
before the gods will 1 sing praise unto thee. 2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise
thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy
name. 3 In the day when | cried thou answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with strength in my
soul. 4 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they hear the words of thy
mouth. 5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for great is the glory of the LORD. 6
Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off.
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand
against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. 8 The LORD will perfect
that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine

own hands.

THE EPISTLE LESSON

1 Peter 2:11-17 ! Dearly beloved, | beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly
lusts, which war against the soul; 2 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that,
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall
behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. ** Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for
the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; * Or unto governors, as unto them that
are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. * For so
is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: *° As
free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. *’

Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD

John 16:16-22 *° A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall
see me, because | go to the Father. *’ Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is
this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye
shall see me: and, Because | go to the Father? *® They said therefore, What is this that he saith,
A little while? we cannot tell what he saith. ** Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask
him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that | said, A little while, and ye

shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me? 2 Verily, verily, I say unto you,



That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your
sorrow shall be turned into joy. 2* A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour
IS come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for
joy that a man is born into the world. #? And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you

again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.



