THE PROPERS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER ADVENT

THE COLLECT

O Lord, raise up, we pray Thee, Thy power, and come among us,and with great might succor us;
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered in running the race
that is set before us, Thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world
without end. Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 40:1-11 "V Isaiah 40:1 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. ? Speak ye
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is
pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins. * The voice of him
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. * Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: > And the glory of the
LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath
spoken it. ° The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: ’ The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because
the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. ® The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. ° O Zion, that bringest good tidings,
get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! *° Behold, the
Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with
him, and his work before him. ** He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

THE PSALM(S)

Psalm 80:1-19 Y Psalm 80:1 <To the chief Musician upon Shoshannimeduth, A Psalm of
Asaph.> Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest
between the cherubims, shine forth. ? Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy
strength, and come and save us. 2 Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we
shall be saved. * O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy
people? ° Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great
measure. © Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies laugh among
themselves. ” Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
® Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it. ° Thou
preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land. ° The hills
were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars. ** She
sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river. > Why hast thou then broken



down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her? ** The boar out of the
wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it. ** Return, we beseech thee, O
God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; *> And the vineyard which
thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself. *° It is burned
with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. *’ Let thy hand be upon
the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. *® So will
not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name. ** Turn us again, O
LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.

THE EPISTLE LESSON

Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again | say, Rejoice. ° Let your moderation
be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. ® Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. ” And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD

John 1:19-28 *® And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? ?° And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, | am
not the Christ. 2* And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, | am not. Art
thou that prophet? And he answered, No. ?* Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 2* He said, | am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. **
And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. % And they asked him, and said unto him, Why
baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 2® John answered
them, saying, | baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; 2’ He
it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet | am not worthy to
unloose. ? These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.



