
THE PROPERS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

THE COLLECT 

O Christ, who at Thy first coming didst send Thy messenger to prepare the way before Thee; 

Grant that Thy ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and make 

ready Thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at Thy 

Second Coming to judge the world, we may be found an acceptable people in Thy sight, Who 

livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world without end.  

Amen.  

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 

Isaiah 35:1-10  
KJV 

Isaiah 35:1 The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; 

and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.  
2
 It shall blossom abundantly, and 

rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency 

of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.  

3
 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.  

4
 Say to them that are of a 

fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with 

a recompence; he will come and save you.  
5
 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 

the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  
6
 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 

tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the 

desert.  
7
 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: 

in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.  
8
 And an 

highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean 

shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err 

therein.  
9
 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be 

found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:  
10

 And the ransomed of the LORD shall 

return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain 

joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

THE PSALM(S)   85 and 107: 1-16 

Psalm 85:1-13  
KJV 

Psalm 85:1 <To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.> 

LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of 



Jacob.  
2
 Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah.  

3
 Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine 

anger.  
4
 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease.  

5
 Wilt 

thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?  
6
 Wilt thou 

not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?  
7
 Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and 

grant us thy salvation.  
8
 I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace 

unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.  
9
 Surely his salvation is 

nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.  
10

 Mercy and truth are met 

together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  
11

 Truth shall spring out of the 

earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  
12

 Yea, the LORD shall give that 

which is good; and our land shall yield her increase.  
13

 Righteousness shall go before him; 

and shall set us in the way of his steps. 

Psalm 107:1-16  
KJV 

Psalm 107:1 O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his 

mercy endureth for ever.  
2
 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed 

from the hand of the enemy;  
3
 And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from 

the west, from the north, and from the south.  
4
 They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary 

way; they found no city to dwell in.  
5
 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them.  

6
 Then 

they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.  
7
 

And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation.  
8
 Oh that 

men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of 

men!  
9
 For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.  

10
 Such 

as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron;  
11

 Because 

they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel of the most High:  
12

 

Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and there was none to 

help.  
13

 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them out of their 

distresses.  
14

 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their 

bands in sunder.  
15

 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his 

wonderful works to the children of men!  
16

 For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the 

bars of iron in sunder. 

 



 

THE EPISTLE LESSON 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5  
KJV 

1 Corinthians 4:1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of 

Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.  
2
 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a 

man be found faithful.  
3
 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, 

or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.  
4
 For I know nothing by myself; yet 

am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord.  
5
 Therefore judge nothing 

before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of 

darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have 

praise of God. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 

Matthew 11:2-10   
2
 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two 

of his disciples,  
3
 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for 

another?  
4
 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which 

ye do hear and see:  
5
 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to 

them.  
6
 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.  

7
 And as they departed, 

Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?  
8
 But what went ye out for to see? A man 

clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.  
9
 But what 

went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet.  
10

 For this 

is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 

prepare thy way before thee. 


