THE PROPERS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

THE COLLECT

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put on us the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which Thy Son Jesus Christ came to
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty
to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through Him Who
liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 28:14-22 * Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this
people which is in Jerusalem. *° Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death,
and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall
not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid
ourselves: '® Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not
make haste. " Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the
hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 2
And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not
stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.
1% From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass
over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report. 2° For the
bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that
he can wrap himself in it. %' For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be
wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass
his act, his strange act. ? Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong:
for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the
whole earth.



THE PSALM(S) 46 and 97

Psalm 46:1-11 Y Psalm 46:1 <To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, A Song upon
Alamoth.> God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. # Therefore will
not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea; 2 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake
with the swelling thereof. Selah. * There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the
city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. ° God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early. ® The heathen raged, the
kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. ’ The LORD of hosts is with
us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, what
desolations he hath made in the earth. ® He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth;
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. ° Be
still, and know that 1 am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, 1 will be exalted in the
earth. ** The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

Psalm 97:1 - 98:1 KJV Psalm 97:1 The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the
multitude of isles be glad thereof. 2 Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness
and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his
enemies round about. 4 His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled. 5
The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the
whole earth. 6 The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory. 7
Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship
him, all ye gods. 8 Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of
thy judgments, O LORD. 9 For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far
above all gods. 10 Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he
delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 11 Light is sown for the righteous, and
gladness for the upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at

the remembrance of his holiness.

THE EPISTLE LESSON
Romans 13:8-14 & Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth

another hath fulfilled the law. ° For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill,



Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be
any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself. *° Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law. '* And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. '* The night is far spent, the
day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of
light. 3 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. ** But put ye on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD

Matthew 21:1-13 Y Matthew 21:1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were
come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, % Saying unto
them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a
colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me.  And if any man say ought unto you, ye
shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. * All this was
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, > Tell ye the
daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a
colt the foal of an ass. ° And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, " And
brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. ® And a
very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the
trees, and strawed them in the way. ° And the multitudes that went before, and that followed,
cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord; Hosanna in the highest. *® And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was
moved, saying, Who is this? ** And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth
of Galilee. > And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them
that sold doves, ** And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of

prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.



