THE PROPERS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Malachi version for 2010-11

THE COLLECT

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put on us the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which Thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through Him Who liveth and
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Malachi 3:1-6 KJV Malachi 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is
like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: 3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver:
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto
the LORD an offering in righteousness. 4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be
pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. 5 And | will come near to
you to judgment; and | will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers,
and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow,
and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the
LORD of hosts. 6 For | am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.

Malachi 4:4-6 4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in
Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6 And he shall turn the
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest | come and
smite the earth with a curse.

THE PSALM: 50

Psalm 50:1-23 KJV Psalm 50:1 <A Psalm of Asaph.> The mighty God, even the LORD, hath
spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. 2 Out of
Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 3 Our God shall come, and shall not keep
silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him. 4 He
shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people. 5 Gather my
saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. 6 And the
heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah. 7 Hear, O my people,
and 1 will speak; O Israel, and I will testify against thee: I am God, even thy God. 8 I will not
reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually before me. 9 I will



take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds. 10 For every beast of the forest is
mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 11 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the
wild beasts of the field are mine. 12 If | were hungry, | would not tell thee: for the world is
mine, and the fulness thereof. 13 Will | eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? 14
Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High: 15 And call upon me in the
day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 16 But unto the wicked God saith,
What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy
mouth? 17 Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee. 18 When thou
sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with adulterers. 19 Thou
givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit. 20 Thou sittest and speakest against thy
brother; thou slanderest thine own mother's son. 21 These things hast thou done, and | kept
silence; thou thoughtest that | was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and
set them in order before thine eyes. 22 Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest | tear you in
pieces, and there be none to deliver. 23 Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that
ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God.

THE EPISTLE LESSON

Romans 13:8-14 & Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another
hath fulfilled the law. ° For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt
not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other
commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself. ® Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. **
And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed. '? The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. ** Let us walk
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in
strife and envying. ** But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh,
to fulfil the lusts thereof.

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD

Matthew 21:1-13 ¥ Matthew 21:1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come
to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, % Saying unto them, Go
into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her:
loose them, and bring them unto me. * And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The
Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. * All this was done, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, > Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy
King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. ® And the
disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, ’ And brought the ass, and the colt, and put
on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. ® And a very great multitude spread their
garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. °



And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of
David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. *° And when
he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? ** And the multitude
said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. ' And Jesus went into the temple of God,
and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, ** And said unto them, It is written, My
house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.



